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Sandra S. Batie was born in Connecticut and raised in Richland, Washington.  She received her baccalaureate degree from the University of Washington in 1967 with a major in economics.  She earned her M.S. degree and her Ph.D. degree at Oregon State University in agricultural economics with a specialty in natural resource economics. She graduated in 1973.

After graduation, Dr. Batie joined the faculty of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University; a position she held until 1993.  She then joined the Michigan State University faculty as the Elton R. Smith Professor in Food and Agricultural Policy, Department of Agricultural, Food and Resource Economics.  
She has a distinguished career specializing in environmental, natural resource, and agricultural policy issues at both the federal and state levels. 
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She is currently researching water quality and conservation policies. Dr. Batie has sharpened her analytic skills and policy relevance with two sabbatical leaves.  The first was with the Conservation Foundation, where she studied and wrote about federal conservation policy.  The second was with the National Governors' Association, where she specialized in state policy with respect to rural development and groundwater management.

Dr. Batie has actively served on commissions and boards that are related to her expertise. For example, she has served on committees of the National Academy of Science, Board of Agriculture, and the Office of Technology Assessment; and she is a trustee of both Winrock International and was a trustee of the International Rice Research Institute. Dr. Batie has also traveled internationally with different delegations; her most recent trips have been to Nicaragua, Western Europe and Africa. She has served on the Board of Directors and as President of both the American Agricultural Economics Association and the Southern Agricultural Economics Association. She is also a member of the multidisciplinary resource economics faculty.
Sandra Batie is an accomplished researcher, teacher, author, and speaker, and she has numerous publications and presentations to her credit. She and her husband, Robert E. Batie, a Professor Emeritus in the Fisheries and Wildlife Department at Michigan State University, have a son, Neal. They reside in Mason, Michigan.
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